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Sudan  releases  jailed  pastor,  believer 

I  Campaign  to  destroy 

'■'*  j _ ^  places  of  worship 

k  '  1  continues  unabated 


Cfaurdi  of  Ouist  in  Soba  ■]  Ara- 
di.  it  was  the  latect  in  a  string  of 
12  churches  the  govermnentl^ 
demolished  in  me  oonununity 
since  2011,  Morning  Star  News 
repmtedMayS. 

Irbe  loss  of  the 
duBch,  established  in 
1989  and  most  recently 
um  by  three  congre- 
eationa,  leaves  no  puKc 
for  Christians  to  wor¬ 
ship  in  the  town. 

International  reli- 
noue  Ubeity  advocates, 
iAMsla  tnchidtng  Christian 
_  __  SoUdarity  Worldwide 
■Ml  (C9W),  Middle  East 
Ooneem  (tUKX  and 
Jubilee  Campaiga 
ptaiMd  Ood  for  the  ic- 
tease  of  Tawor  and  Ab- 
'  dumawla.  The  croaps 
ciHttinue  to  aovocate 
foe  Christians  in  Sudan 
who  have  been  increas¬ 
ing  persecuted  since 
the  2011  secession  of 
South  Sudan. 

*We  wekome  the  release 
of  Reverenid  [Abdelrahim] 
a^  Mr.  Abdumawla;  and  are 
pieaaed  they  ate  finally  able  to 


KHARTOUM,  Sudan  (BP)  - 
A  pastor  and  another  Chris¬ 
tian  uiqustty  imprisoned  in 
Muslim-dominatea  Sudan  and 
feared  to  be  in  dar^r  of  their 
lives,  are  free  after 
presidential  pardons, 


with  their  release  com-  ^^^M 
ing  just  days  after  the  ^^^M 
government  destroyed 
me  last  ChristiaD  pwee 
of  worship  in  3ot»  al 
Aradi,  a  suburb  of  the 
cental  Khartoum. 

rae  May  11  teleaas  of  '  «BBi 
Sudan  Church  of  Christ  •■nuM 
(9COO  pastor  Hassan 
AMebMiiai  Tiwor  of  |||||j|n 
Oaadurman  aad  Chris- 
tian  activiat  Abdidino- 
nem  Abdumawla  of 
Darfur  ended  lo^ycoi 
psieon  wntences  the 
two  had  been  serving 
rince  December,  2015.  ^^^B 

The  men  were 
wrooKly  accused  of  es-  TAWOR 
piotMRe,  causing  ha¬ 
tred  among  oommunities,  and 
spread]^  frJae  informatioa, 
Moniuig  Star  News  reported. 

In  what  is  coiwklered  a  sys¬ 
tematic  attack'  00  a  rianan 
churdto.  the  government  on 
May -7  desttt^  the  Sudanese 
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LGBT  protestors  plan  SBC  disruption 

PHOENIX  IBP  and  toaal  re-  offered  instead  to  receive  FIA  releaae.  Medical  profesaion- 
ports)  -  An  advocacy  group  representativea  in  Natbville  af-  als.  ciergy.  homqsCTuM  country 
.fVirM.  to  have  homosexual-  ter  the  Phoenix  cooventkm  he-  music  performer 
(ty^  transaenderiam  "re-  cause  the  schedule  ia  oompiated  foun^  of  the  Tyte  Oemenh 
moved  from  the  sin  Hst’  has  forthe  Phoenix roeetmg.  Poundato^  arid  others  pla^ 

.«w«,.nrwi  plans  to  -politely  Frank  Pa«,  presidistt  of  tte  engase  SBC  j"  ^ 

disrunt'  the^outhern  Baptist  SBC  Executtve  Committee  In  vnrsatkms  sbo«  the  p^t  of 
Convuition  annual  meeting  NashviBe.  said  offering  to  meet  UIBT  children.  FIA  sa^ 

Phoenix.  with  FIA  repreaentatfrea  in  Bilfooard  advertising 
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WILLIAM  PERKINS 


A  pivot  foot  for  the  Gospel 


Guest  opinion 

with  Courtney  L  Moore 


Wiliam 


■  To  demonotratc  iBunUit}'.  Pride 
jo*w  being  lifjtt.  Pride  abo  kwes  tetfwMe 


w&fa  whan  I  don't  agree  on  evoy  point  of 
tfaeoiogm  a  pcactioe. 

’^ModsapeofSoutheniBaptigtscur- 
rendy  caoBiatB  of  bdievets  KTOunded  in  d>e 
tnghflfthe  Gospel,  yet  (SvMBd  on  \«riouB  ■ 
imies.  Our  denomination  ootdd  benefit 
develop  a  pivot  foot  Here  ate  four 


attend  cur  phot  foot,  we  make  room  for 
tfaoae  with  whom  %«e  dbagiee.  It  takes 
humilitytoaetatidefoTtheadBeofaonieonf 
efoe  wfaat  we  deem  M  unequivDcally  ri^. 

Crtdd  we  begin  to  diMlion  ourselves  some,  S 

iraanbaingomawnfofl3)ility?kliybcour 
mfatfindinraarentasimpene^bleaswe  r 

thought  aM  even  if  they  are,  could  we  lower 
our  pride  in  them  to  make  room  for  others 
tooomeckiae? 

Jesus  humfa^  set  aside  His  divine  rights 


•nd  give  day  to  God.  Let's  phot  toward  one  menttru. 
another  for  the  sake  of  the  lost  v; 
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Month  of  Ramadan  in  full 


swing  around  globe 


mar  evening  meai  with  their 
Muslim  frie^.  In  this  settins, 
spiritual  discussions  are  he- 
quently  welcomed  and  encour¬ 
aged  by  the  Muslim  hosts. 

The  month  of  Ramadan  b 
aw  an  excellent  opportunity  for 

Cnrwians  to  invite  flieir  Musfcn 
Mends  to  an  evening  meal  to  give 
return  hospitality,  and  to  have 
dialogues  on  spiritual  matters. 

TVo  questions  that  could 
l^-stort  a  spiritual  conversa¬ 
tion  with  Muslim  Mends  during 
Ramadan  are; 

■  "Fasting  during  Ramadan 
seras  to  be  both  a  personal 
corporate  experience, 
you  help  me  understand 

V--.  ; - *  mraningful 

you 


and 
Can 

some  of  the  most 
aspws  of  this  month  for 
and  your  communi^?* 

■  “As  a  Muslim,  what  do 
mean  by  taqwa?" 

Questious  life  these  aiu 
move  beyond  the  physical  as- 
prrts  of  w  fast  to  discover  how 
Muslim  Mends  respond  to  0^ 
m  daily  life. 

Listening  carefully  and 
prayerfull>'  to  their  answer  will 
often  eiK-ourage  them  to  be 
more  open  to  hear  how  Chris¬ 
tians  seek  to  walk  with  God  daily 
in  the  Word  and  the  Spirit, 
u  ij  Cliristians  can  use  Ramaifan 

eaniestly  share  the  tiue  God 
sOToing  and  view  this  on  behalf  of  the  more  tfem  l6 

moiA  of  Muslims  hei^tened  bOlian  foOows^  of  Lsim  araimd 
spirituri  awMencss  as  a  time  to  the  world.  Ask  God  to  solkBitlwsr 

moretaborersim^ifiSdto^t 

«»ithemwiththetruthofCW 

ChristiaiBatm^akiopr^yfor  ; _ , 

as  locrease  is  Cfaiirtias  ffllfOffVStf 

presence  ^  Muslun  epn^u-  For  reveaHsg  infomiitiiMi  on 

nibM  across  the  ^obe.  attitudes  tovvara  ChrMMiity  in 


in  the  west  Africa  city  of  Abidian  m  ihs  Koumassi 

aflfe<kii>v«vw  uivwKing  jesas  npean  to  these  Muslim 

in.  which  Mu*.  SKtaftl'^’ta^toSS.' 
eoed  “us^-bsckground  beUewere 

who  have  come  to  Christ  without 
an  «*peiience  of thb  nature. 

reokrtojM  of  (Koran)  thning  Ramadan  when  Mus- 

durt«  tbel^  evenu  hours  hms  are  partnibiiy  aware  of 
when  bmibn  are  together.  their  spir^  hui^.  banien 

to  acceptance  of  the  Ooroci  seem 

Tinie  to  pray  rffectiv^  fenefaed 

■_/  when  they  dream  u.':jsus  or  of 

The  month  of  Ramadan  is  a  Christian  who  Ims  a  life-giving 
a  Ume  wh»  Muslims  are  veiy  mesngetordatetotbem. 

?  <fre^  and  visiaas.  The  reality  w  that  eveiy  day, 

Thqr  believe  dreams  are  a  direct  inside  or  outside  of  Ramadan, 
way  that  their  god  cfaooaes  to  Musliins  are  dying  without  Jesus. 


Gallup:  America  drifting  left  at 


increasing  pace 


NASHVh.^  (BP  and  lecM  r^  get  divorced  (73*).  engage  in. 
porta)  —  A  newv^eleased  Gal-  opposite-gender  sexum  acts 
nip  poll  UKhcateB  Americans  are  outside  marriage  (69K)  en- 
iwte  left-leaning  than  ever  on  to  gage  in  same  sex  sexual’  acts 
of  19  moral  is^.  (^*).  have  a  baby  outside  of 

The  results  were  called  marriage  C63*)',  commit  phy- 
^lumbling’  and  “chastening*  sidan-asaisted  suicide  fe7%), 
M  a  Southern  Baptist  Conven-  view  pornography  (36*),  and 
•®®in«ry  preai^nt,  wdiile  practice  polygamy  (17%). 
a^rordham  Uniyersity  ethicist  The  rnily  two  practices  to 
critiqu^  the  poll  as  “deeply  register  record  low  moral  ap- 
mialeading  for  suggesting  proval  were  capital  punish- 
moral  permiasiveness  is  11m-  ment  {58%)  and  medical  fest- 
ited  to  liberals.  ing  on  animals  (51X). 

In  its  annual  Values  and  Be-  Acoordn^  to  a  May  u  Gdhip 
befe  survey,  the  GaOup  polling  news  release,  sinx  the  inception 
organixatioD  (bund  that  record  of  die  Values  and  Beliefe  p^  in 
peretn^ca  of  U.S.  aduhs  be-  aoot,  reseaichen  have  noted 
am  ft  to  morally  aooepttble  “merniii^  dam  in  a  ttnai 
to  uae  birth  control  (91W),  dheeboir  on  13  uf  the  19  imuen 


2001, 


errent  ap-  Fordham  irniversity  us  lo 
affairs  and  cated  in  New  York  City  and  af 
filiated  with  the  Roman  Cath 
t  lie  Church. 

GaOun’s 'slapping  moral  posi¬ 
tions  with  liberal  or  conservative 
is  pniWeraatic.'  Cainosy  wrote. 

As  an  example,  hr  claimed 
some  liberal  femiiiLsts  oppose 
pornography  while  research 
suggests  conservatives  may 
consimie  more  pom  than  liber 
als.  Similarly,  some  traditional 
ly  liberal  states  like  Massachu 
setts.  New  Jers^,  Connecticut, 
and  Maryiaml  mive  rejected" 
physician-assisted  suicide  while 
some  conservative  liberlanan 
states  in  the  west  have  Ic^lized 
it.  he  wrote 


and  values. 
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I  odiy  miiuatn,  1  have  attended 
JL  nuByfaneTab.  In&ct,  aaapartor 

and  then  aervine  Miamippi  Baptte 
these  paat  ycara.  I  have  nqndf 
on  many  dagrs  tuiable  to  attend  tome 
hineiabbeMuselalteadyhaveacoDi- 
mitinent  to  apeak  at  or  attend  aaotfaec 
funetaL  Funerals  are  impoTtant  parts 
of  sodely  because  In  some  tvays  they 
aBow  us  to  aCmi  and  reaffirm  that  Use 
is  rnslK  important  and  the  person  who 
paasM  away  was  important. 


profiaaor,  and  ser\W  of  the  Lord.  C. 

7-  HoDandL  used  to  say  that  one  of  the 
thingi  be  really  wished  be  could  do  was 

preach  faJs  own  Au;etal.  He  would  pr  on 
to  say  that  we  rea^  have  things  tiihied 
axofund  in  our  sod^,  that  we  need  to 

have  a  fuoe^  while  people  are  stiD 
ahve.  Why?  One,  to  see  who  contes.  Two, 
to  hear  what  they  have  to  say.  Thre^to 
that  you  would  better  know  bow  to  nU 
out  your  wlB.  While  some  people  don't 

see  any  need  and  see  it  as  a  wade  of 
time  to  attend  a  funeral,  truth  is  that 
tlMt  is  not  the  trudt.  It  is  a  sad  thing 
when  iw  one  comes  to  a  funetaL 
Wl^  I  was  a  pastor  on  the  Coast  a 
funeral  home  called  me  and  ashed  if  I 
would  do  a  foneraL  It  was  nring  to  be 
ashnple  graveside  service,  it  was  dre 


ftinsrsl  (rf  a  man  who  bad  MMMd  avniy 

and  bad  no  ffimily.  No  one  Mkl  made  toe 
anangementa  and  they  aatepd  strug¬ 
gling  to  find  aomeone  who  enild  come 
and  make  some  remarks  befer:  the 
buriaL  I  told  them  tbaf  I  woidoht' ^bd 
to.  and  when  the  time  came  I  weal  with 
tlM  funeral  directors  to  the  oemeteiy.  As 
we  gathered  at  the  appmnted  tune,  we 
wtoted  to  we  if  anyone  dae  WDidd  come. 
Hone  dU  —  no  famfily,  id',  auto,  work 
aaeodales.  Ho  one  was  tbtte  exb^  me 
and  the  fimeral  directors  ai  d  the  men 
who  had  prepared  the  nave. 

We  allowed  the  dock  to  go  a  little 
past  time  to  see  if  anybody  would  finally 
show  up.  Sure  euou^  a  car  came  our 
way,  stopped,  abd  a  man  got  out.  He . 
walked  over  to  where  ««e  were  and  asked 
if  this  waa  the  fimeral  for  and  called  the 
man’s  name.  We  said  yes  and  he  said, 
“Wdl,  Tm  not  sure  If  mis  is  the  man  that 


Why  attend  :funerals? 


1  know.' He  then  told  us  they  occasion¬ 
ally  would  run  into  each  othn  at  tlw  bar 
late  in  the  afternoon  and  have  a  drink 
together.  He  wasn't  sure  if  even  that  vms 
bis  name,  but  thought  it  might  be  bis 
send-acquaintance.  The  fimeral  direc¬ 
tors  w«re  accommodating  to  him  and 
opened  the  caaket  ao  he  otaikl  check.  He 

uwruvl  over,  looked  at  the  man,  and  said 
yea,  that  was  tbe  man  with  whom  be 

occasionally  would  talk.  With  little  other 
romment  while  diey  were  dosiiM  the 
cssket,  be  walked  awgy,  got  in  h&  car, 
andSove  off.  Once  ^ain,  there  were 
'  only  tbe  fimeral  home  employees  and 
me  to  start  tbe  service.  How  sad  thid  no 
one  knew  and  no  one  reaOy  cared  that  a 
man  was  here  and  he  %vaa  gone. 

I  remember  effien  one  of  my  fine 
deacons  came  to  me  and  said.  "You 
know.  I'm  ffiirly  flexible  in  my  work  and 
if  you  ever  need  some  adffitionalpeo^ 
to  oume  to  a  service  so  that  it  wilTlook 
better,  Tm  availBhle  though  1  may  not 
even  kacpw  them.*  Oceasirwalty  I  would 
have  a  funeral  and  would  ask  mm,  “Tf 
you  can,  iuat  drop  in.*  He  would  -'Often 
ttl  sskMhim  but  more  oACn  when  I 
didotsavathiiaf.  He  jnst  believed  it  was 
tboujdirito  to  omress  care  and  conoeni 
for  the  famfly  of  the  deceased.  I  tfirer. 

Tm  writing  this  article  just  to  say 
that  you  ought  to  n  to  every  fimeral 
you  hw  about  taBng  place  in  your 
community  or  area,  but  espedallv  wl^ 
there  is  a  connection  with  your  church 


or  sc  He  aspect  of  your  life.  It’s  a  mean- 
ingfot  thing  for  you  to  actually  take  the 
timt  to  ffiow  up,  to  actually  care,  and 
to  expreaa  your  sympa^  to  the  fiunily. 
Why  attend  a  fimeral?  The  person  vrfio 
has  passed  away  doesn’t  know  you’re 
there  or  care,  but  why  should  you  at¬ 
tend?  While  I'm  not  suggesting  that 
you  ought  to  spend  every  day  of  your 
life  going  to  ftmerab,  1  would  sivgest 
three  good  reasons  why  you  oucr  to  go 
to  ones  that  arc  meaning  and  closely 
connected  to  your  life  expoisnees. 

One  -  it  is  remctfaL  Respect  may 
not  be  something  that  has  a  hft  of  appre- 
ciiuioamourciitture.butbeingteqMsct- 
M  is  sriD  a  sjmnficant  dung.  It  uu  been 
nqr  simple  and  personal  ohfervation 
dim  peo^  who  are  reimectfid  deserve 
respect,  mple  who  fail  to  put  that  piece 
of  agnificant  life  ezperienoe  into  diw 
didly  widkmiaaoutooabunch.  H’snot 
just  dXMit  being  respectfitl  to  the  person 
who  di^  You  can  easily  think,  wdl, 
be  or  rise  doesn't  even  know  Tm  here, 
but  the  reipeetyou  sheas  for  the  pesson 
means  a  great  deal  to  femily  and  fiiends 
and  peoiw  who  may  know  them  a  wfaolr 
lot  bmter  than  ytm  and  toey  remect 
them.  Somehow  it  has  a  way  of  bleediog 
into  your  life  and  them  having  respect 
formu. 

Two  -  it  is  revenUnm  When  I  say 
going  to  a  funeral  is  reveiUliifc  I  mean 
aftendmea  a  edrisration  of  me  and 
eqwcially  a  Christian  funeral  fortnes  on 


the  deceased’s  rdmiondiqi  fo  fbe  Lori 
and  those  vdK)  have  been  siniificant  in 
his  or  her  life,  fain%,  and  Mltiotriiips. 
Many  times  you  wfll  hear  diiw  you  had 
forgotten  -  aduerements  andunknown 
aocomplislunents  -  and  suddenly  you 
racontze  dut  over  a  period  of  demdes 
thst’fiwnrshgBvBd.hiaorherBfebad 
an  impact  fer  beyond  anything  you  re¬ 
member.  It  is  revealing. 

I  remember  a  man  when  I WM  a 
young  pastor  who  was.late  in  his  retire¬ 
ment  years.  He  would  go  on  to  be  with 
the  Lw  while  I  waa  his  pastor.  Only  at 
his  de^  (hd  I  discover  what  an  incred¬ 
ible  career  he  bad  in  the  military ,  what 
.  an{ttna*ing'giwbewas,andwhatte_ 
hadaooompusned  and  done  not  jun  in  ~ 
tbe  military  but  throughout  his  life.  The 
time  he  sprat  in  a  prison  camp  that  he 
never  talked  to  me  about.  The  recogm- 
tioD  aod  achievements  he  had  in  busi¬ 
ness  that  were  so  distant  to  him  when  I 
knew  him  and  that  be  never  mentioned. 
He  meant  a  lot  to  me  but  it  involvri 
none  of  those  things.  At  his  funeral, 
while  I  alreatfe  thought  he  was  a  neat 
person,  1  realized  that  I  had  for  a  tew 
minutea  walked  down  the  pathway  of  life 
with  a  tndy  Incredible  man. 

Three  -  ft  is  a  reminder.  Youand 
L  aD  of  US,  are  moving  toward  a  dfey  Uke 
mat  in  our  own  existence,  life  oe 
over  on  this  planet  but  will  continue  in 
a  world  to  come  in  diepreaence  of  Jesus 
forHi8childRii,HisChriBtiaDfoQow- 
trs.  Just  lememheR  peopi*  will  gather 
one  day  to  diink  about  yw  and  your 
life  and  tbe  significance  of  it  and  what 
kind  of  life  you  lived  Cor  the  lord  and 
thqr  win  be  reminded  that  this  life  is  a 
smaU  capsule  of  time  during  which  we 

are  privuegri  to  live,  serve,  and  honor 
Chrm.  The  late  hesenell  girit  Yogi  Berra 

wee  aring  tea  lUaiital  aril  soavebo^ 

askri  Urn  why.  He  said.  Always  go  to 
other  people’s  funerals,  otherwise  they 
won’t  come  to  yours.' Yogi  was  on  target 
but  off  track.  It  is  a  reminder  that  what 
we’re  going  to  do  for  Jesus,  yre  need  to 
do  DOW  becraae  we’re  not  Boing  to  have 
opportunities  forever  and  forever. 

The  ourtorcan  he  oontaeted  at  direc- 
lians@rnbob.orp. 


Just  for  the  Record 


WKra)  Isaac  Bowiia  surrendered  into  ihe 
Goepri  Mrniaav  at  W*WNOS 

CHURCH,  NICNO0IHAU,.  Pictured 
are  IM  Bcwvln  (rigtit).  baae’t  feihar. 
praaerring  bate  (tafti  vWffi  a  midy  Bffila. 

bate  eurrandv  aarvea  as  Mkaatar 

at  Oak  Grove  Churcri  Mandanhal.  and 

wti  ba  a  fraahman  at  Miaabslppi  Colaga. 
Otokin  IM  ML 


iNmiMUJi  CHURCH,  CAR- 
OLL  COUNTY,  orda^  Zana  Hodga 
pr  23.  Ha  b  now  larving  aa  thmt  paa- 
r.  Ha  b  shrwvn  wittt  hb  wife  ^nny 


In  othar  Church  Nflftws:  ,  ^ 

b  TVWtv  Chureti,  Pari,  is  hoBtiM  db  Soudwm  Goapd  Jubilee  on  ^  lO  at  6toa 
'n*  Matt  Jones  Giotip,  the  AdrmtriTwtnam  4  Hini,Ftmfly ’Ttadido^  Sfeveteevia, 
HteVenly  Jotamey.  db  Muipbyi  and  Jay  Qmi  are  schedulri  to  ring  Lore  offcnng. 

►  HoRy  CTaasA  Carkitli,  ft  ^wnnaina  a  oonfrino^  Oeatlra  Nrt 
Ckcrion  MUatriei  libetnationaL  whkh  wR  deal  widi  theexbtenre  of  Ood,  evohaioa, 
real  sufMag,  June  u,  8:45  iJM- and  u  tjn. 


.  riOOMAR  CHURCH.  UNION  COUNTY,  iraardy  hald  a  baby  dartcaticio  M  May  Vt 
with  six  chanrendadKalad  Pictured  with  thaa  parents  are  Emma  Jana  Edwards,  Ctriy 
Pari  Latsady:  Sabh  Grace  Fkxipars.  Elizabeth  Andaraon  Taylor.  Brareba  &  Law  Wbawg 


nrn- 


darkness^k  in  the  light  and  whaj^gw^^ 


ear,  proclaffn  upon  die 


«ippl.n«„.  produced  by  the  Mia^ppi  Bapu«  bonvention  Board  s  Conu^kaicdo.  Service 


MBASYC&O 
CONCERT 
TOUR  DATES 


State  Youth' 


Saturday,  June  17,  2017 
Highland  Colony  Baptist  Church,  6:00 
1200  Highland  Colony  Pkwy. 
Ridgeland.  MS  39157 
(601)856-4031 


•LOCATION  CHANCE* 
•Wednesday,  June  14,2017 
First  Baptist  Cliurch,  6:30  p.ir 
■  200  E.  Monticello  St. 
Brookhaven.  MS  39476 
(601)788-9607 

Thursday,  June  15, 2017 
First  Baptist  Church,  6:30  p.m. 
300  N  Cleveland  Ave. 
Long  Beach.  MS  39560 
(228)  864-2584 


Sunday,  June  18,2017 
First  Baptist  Church.  1 1:00 
402  N  Van  Buren  St. 
Carthage.  MS  39051 
(601)267^583 


First  Baptist  Church,  6:00 
303  1  St  Ave. 
Amoiy,  MS  38821 
(662)256-7131 


Monday.  June  19.  2017 
First  Baptist  Church.  6:.30  p 
43 1  North  State  St. 
Jackson.  MS  39201 
(601)949-1900 


Friday,  June  16,  2017 
First  Baptist  Church.  6:30 1 
1108  Robb  SL 
Summit.  MS  .39666 
(601 )  248-6268 


CELEBRATING  THE 
SEASONS  OF  A  LEADER'S  LIFE 


BROADMOOR 
BAPTIST  CHURCH' 

mi  HiamMto  eoiONr  eAimwAr 
muotsoN.  m 

8:00  A  M. -12:30  P.M. 
(XOffS  OPEN  AT  7:30  AM. 
WOMEN'S  MINISTKY 
LEADERS  AND  THEIR 
LEADERSHIP  TEAMS 
ASSOCIATIONAL  WMU 
MISSIONS  LEADERSHIP 

CHURCH  MISSIONS 
LEADERSHIP 
PLUS  OTHER  WOMEN  WHO 
DESIRE  TO  BECOME  MORE 
EPFECTT/E  LEADERS 


Spmntand  by  rtw  Mmiuppi  OtfMtt  CcowaiHon  WMU '  Woni«i'«  Mmtnn  'cyf  Mr,S4v< 
#nd  by  liVomen'i  LMdWrWWp  irt  MiMmtpp/'  * 


Jl'.NE27-.IL’l.Y  1.2017 

•••Southwest  .MLvsLssippi  Community  ColleRe*^^ 

Summit.  MS 


THE  MUSIC  AND  WORSHIP  ARTS  CAMP 
FOR  6TH  -  I2TH  GRADERS 

for  more  information:  ))wvk. mtx  b.org  I  sduttrell'"  mfx'h  (>rg 

CHURCH  MUSIC  DEPARTMENT 


“ATTENTION** 

All  PASTORS  AND  fv'iNySTRY  ASSISTANTS 


Auqu5t  8-1 0,  20 


July  11-18 

Ww  Comniwiity  Coltog*,  PopiMrvlll* 
July  18^ 

Mw»  Mountain  CoMogo 


Sr.  Adult  Minister's  Retreat 

Monday;  August  14 

losing  Son  Rotroat  Conter 
444  Lake  Road  I  French  Camp,  MS  39745 
Time:  8:30  ajn.  -  2:30  p,m, 
**Keynote  Speaker**  Missy  Buchanan 
$25  Fee 

visit:  w«ne^nbcb.Ofg^seniof<4Kl^ 

fof  a  Registration  Form 


Pastor/Wofship  Leado'  Conferences 


Aopistr  FBC.CGhImi 

August  U  FBC,6ates¥ae 

|BA  laFBC.  Long  Beach 

1^:'  lini:  MIulIiiimb 


Small  Church  Ministry  Workshops 

Wortahops  begin  with  tuppar  at  6.00  p.m.  and  and  at  8:45 

f  3  -  Uuck  HIM  Ba>.ti5t  Church 

301  Main  St  -  Duck  Hills,  MS 

.li  j  ,  First  Baptst 

12513  MS  -  57  -  VanCleave,  MS 

Church 

5199  Lakeland  Dr.  -  Flowood,  MS 

r*’.ur<.d;i/  =  r  ;j  gaptk*  Church 

328  Grand  Ave.  -  Yazoo  Oty,  MS 

o 

Tha*a  wottuhopi  wiH  pfvyida  youth  minittry  training  and  an 

oppot^mity  to  youth  ininiitiy  a*  tt  laiatat  to  tha  in^ 

chufcha*  and  churchat  that  don't  amploy  a  fulMima  paid  youth 

miniatw:  A  fight  tuppar  wi«  alK>  ba  aarvad  to  a«  pwtfcjpanti. 

To  Register,  visit 

www.tinyuricorn/mbcbsrnallchurchworkshops 


Coi8KtWJd4l1-2W-33K»ydeyQiiec> 


Media  Consulting 

The  Coramuoication  Services  stands  ready 
to  help  you  with  your  church  media  needs. 
Thnxigh  direct  consultations  we  can  help 
you  evaluate  your  oiedia  ministry  ot  other 
specified  topics  such  as  projection  systems, 
sound  systems,  etc.  Churches  nuiy  request 
a  media  consultatioo  by  calling  or  emailing 
our  office. 


For  nore  infonnatloB  contact  laa  Richanbon  by  amnii 
MclianiaaB9abcb.org  or  by  phone:  1-800-748-1651  . 
(MS  ooly}  or  601-2n-3378  (locally) 


2017  Sunday  Scfiool/Smail  Groups  Trainings 


July  27  -  29,  2017 


Sjss  Guitar  Rhythm  Guitar  Lead  Guitar 
Drums  keyboard 


keyboard  Youth  Leadership 
^rescf^ooi.  Chi^are'Ts  Musk  Handbells 


Contact  Sarah  Lee  in  Sunday  School/Small  Groups  at 
601  -292-3291  or  slee@mbcb  org  for  more  info. 


2017  Stevvards^^;p  Empras  s 


STATE  LITERACY  MISSIONS  CONFERENCE  I  JULY  27-29  ’  GARAYWA  CAMP  6  CONFEREfjCE  CENTER 


CHURCH  MUSIC  MISSISSIPPI 


August  26 

First  Baptirt  Qiurdv  Laursl 
9  aoiu  •  noon 

IVoschool  -  Moita  tliofnaa  (UfaWay) 
ChMron  -  Candaco  Posval  (UfaWay) 
Studants  -  Kanny  Stantaan  (FBC  Clinton) 
Adults  •  DavM  Appla  (UfaWay) 


HTfRQCy  FOR  Uff,  lift  FOREVER 


\LIGHTENING  THE  LOAD 


- ll;2S— 30 


AUGUST 


SpOT^RED  BY  THE 
DISCIPL^HIP/FAMILY  MINISTRY  DEPT. 


For  more 
at  6i  ‘ 


rmatiori  call  Lee  County  Baptist  Association 
L42OO  or  visit  vww  growingchurches  info 


■for  the  training  of  the  saints  in  the  vw>rk  of  the 
ministry,  to  build  up  the  body  of  Christ...* 

Ephes/ans  4:12(HCSB)  O 


National  BNF  Retreat 

September  8-10 
GARAYWA,  Clinton 

WMU/WM  I  601-292-3319 


CLASSIFIEDS 


graduate  Justin  Gravas 
sarvas  as  the  new  leader  a< 
the  FeHowship  of  Christian 
Athletes  at  his  alma  mater. 
After  SIX  years  as  FCA  direc¬ 
tor  at  Jones  County  Junior 
Collage  in  Ellisville.  Graves 
want  to  work  on  the  Clinton 
campus  June  1  A  2S-vear- 
old  Clinton  residem.  Graves 
is  a  2010  MC  graduate.  He 
mafored  in  Christian  Studies 
and  Philosophy  and  minored 
jn  business  Justin  is  en¬ 
rolled  at  the  New  Orleans 
Baptist  Theological  Seminary 
in  the  master's  of  divinity 
program. 


MS  POSITIONS 


KKUIUT,  n  IS  SEEKMO  RESUMES' 
FOR  A  FUU.-TME  MSTOR-S  POSItlON 
Rstuan'  Mtn  Imiigli  July  IS.  Ptaass 
inal  to  Biat  Wooiay.  SO  CR  lit.  Whawt 

MS  38881 _ 

TOraiA  MmST  CHURCH  M  SEERaW 
A  BkVOCATIONM.  HSNSTER  OF  YOUTH 
Sand  rtoauaea  Ik  824  CtiSia  Qnwa 
M..  Jayaaa.  MS  39841  or  bRxtoto64a 

tilioiitojiat _ 

OOOmMTER  RAPIIST  CHURCH  IH 
■AOEE,  MS  m  SEEKMO  A  MRT-TWE 
YOUTH  HRHSTCa  Ptoaaa  aaMt  laauma  to 
GooiMar  BapW  Clwidi.  1313  Goodee- 
MrRdNW.M^.  146  38111  ASaaSon. 

Youti  Saatcii  CoaHtoi  _ 

WWNTEO  FULL  -TNE  SECRETARY,  land 
raauma  to  FBC  lM|Btoi.  218  JHacoad 
SaaM.  WMnt.MSMSn.orlaamnalia 
teMnuBiiig 


ASHLARO,  MS,  IS  SEEKMO  A  M- 
VOCATIOMAL  SKHtStSP  LEADER  FOR 
SUMOAY  SERVICES  AMO  WEEKLY 
CHOSt  PRACTICE.  EMAK  CONTACT 
MKSRMTION  TO  AaManiSiapllaldiurctie 
•ahoe.caai  OR  CALL  THE  CHURCH  Of- 

FICE.  882-2248473 _ 

NOXAMTER  BAPTIST  CHURCH,  SNN- 
STOR  ASSOCIATIOH  «  PRAYERfUUY 
SSKMG  A  FULL-TIME  MMSTER  OF 
youth  AND  BKICATIOH  It  tomaWid. 
ptoaaa  ailaiR  leauma  by  imaMiij  8  to 
iMJdiaptMOnnaicilanal.nal  or  by  matong 
t  to  PO.  to  K1.  Noaaaatoi.  le  3834 

ATTHYMSC. _ 

SntRSTATE  SAPTMT  CHURCH  M 
SHAW  MS  W  LOOKMO  FOR  A  W0R8MP 
UEAOERKHOIR  OStECTOR.  Ptoaaa  aand 
laaoiaaa  to  1206  Amy  St  Ctowtond.  MB 
38732  or  aina4  to  tiainanktl240gniaa  owa 


ANCHOR  CHURCH,  LAFAYETTE  COUN¬ 
TY,  congratulates  driUers  Breeze  Hughes.  Chaz 
Austin,  and  Mary  Michael  Swanson 


CALVARY  CHURCH,  CLEVELAND,  recog¬ 
nizes  Its  drittars  Mary  Helen  Kitrell.  leader 


FWtSI  CHURCH,  TUPELO,  recognizes  its  chS- 
dran’s  Bible  drillers 


College  News 


MISSISSIPPI  COLLEGE 


BECKBI  CHURCH,  BECKBR.  recognoas  its  driS- 
ais  and  coachar  Debtxe  Edwards.  Marley  Edwards. 
Alana  Ethnerda.  Waylon  toxtar.  Wyatt  Pander,  and 
Lisa  Pander  Alena  is  a  Syear  participani 


The  Baptist  Rbcxiro  June  S,  2017 


IS  PRAYERFUUY  SEEMNG  A  FUU  TME 
CHRJMBrS  DMIECTOR  Wb  ana  UoUito 
tor  aomaoia  alio  hap  *  psaatonato  dMi*  to 
laa  chldraii  tawd  and  a  capaHa  pi  haipaig 
Ham  gna  In  tw  Split  ASar  coaidaiing 
Hto  aR  In  piayai.  ptoaaa  amal  laauma  to 
ChlibaaaDbectotSearchTaan'OyMwoaiiii 
FOR  SALE:  Pakaay  Hanniui  Canatoiy 
Rdgatoad  2  adpiinaig  apacas.  Lol  46  Sac. 
PonASiinatlOartana.  801-824  7407 
CHURCH  1$«ASSEH0ER  IUS  FOR 
SAl  E:  2008  Ektonsto  Aaretodi  (FoM  E-380 
KLTLMtogaH.OES  BWaaocapladP»Mp 
Jana  30.  amal  daaotodiwcatlSgiiial  oom 
«U6  Mai  to  OaSoto  Sapllal  Ouch  82 
Jaapar  Sbaat  ShuOuta  MS  38380.  or  cal 
801  7788050  tor  noe  mtonnaban  OaSoto 
BwMt  Ouch  laaanac  lha  dghl  to  tolact 
■lyandMIbidt 


REV  CHARLES  TYUEEOY  HOIV,  LIBERTY 
IMSVERSITY.  18  yEaRS  EXPEMEHCE 
M  BUIOCAT10HAL  AMO  FUU-TIME 
MMSSTRY.  AvaMbtotoraipplyptaadaigal 
aita  duadaa  aMito  la  MS  BapOat  Conan- 
•oil  CMacL  801.287-2S98.  Enrad  chartai 


QATLIHRO  RENTAL:  CaHn  lOSngM 
Contoct  K32  822-0401  orEniat  pdM780e 

Rnaltot  rtomelon  eto  toohati _ 

HOFPW  STABgP  OLABB:  totom 
eaidaea,  laataisBon  and  toptas,  sMaty  eid 
bauHtod  ibtoa-'daMaii  Muanaii  and  mad 

RHIMi  JHsAlVWiCit  sMPMOI-BVi* 


GET  THE  BEST  RATES  ON:  Hm» 
Imumtot  jnd  MidfcOT  Supplwntnti  Oil 
1-S00^14tS6  or  NiN  wwwTumtrlnwrtrv- 
oOmnteofti 

CHURCH  PEW  UPHCX^TERY.  FREE  ES* 
TMATES.  Dm  UphoN^  Qurbw.  Met , 

phon>W-77S«17 _ 

SUPPLY  AVAILABLE  RtM 
Soufm  BipflN  Htvy  chap>f>  lor 

Smltir  {Mipt  Mpprji  on  ttot  note*  (ptitor 
■n«t.  vtetton  fwt.  ale  •  100  rUt  ncte  of ' 
HtHttburv  Macnber  of  Hvtfy  SM  BtpM  . 
OmcA  Gradual  of  NawOrtMwBipItt  and  ' 
Fular  T^nofPjcN  Sanwantt  fWN«r>M 
•Mlabit  Conywtion  urifwporlani  Comacl 
liiwN601«40MC0Sof  bBnrryfwrrrtTicoin 
S1ABC0(RJMSW0RKS.MC..niwiqMS  ’ 
SAL  lino  1982.  CM  80»a0S>»70  ; 

LEVY  CHURCH,  NORTH  LfTTlE  ROCK.  AR 
S€B(S  A  WORSHIP  PASTOR 
nQuMt  tiwf  bt  Mnt  to  ttowtniinr^ 
NvytipiN.oorn 

WWW  SEBRENHOMEIMPROVEMENT 
COIL  CMWin  mintd  Don  A  Mi  SfCiiw 
(i0l<S82*20tt  Al  horm  improwtmanti 
MdriQ.  tnargtr  tfloinl  utodoito .  rnattl  A 
sNngto  rook,  tcretn  A  tunimm  pMo  oov- 
tit.  dteks,  ftom  iddAort,  UtoPtn  4  btto 


WWDOW  AW  SCR^  SHOP  -  vartetoM  < 
atorrn  vMow  btR  to  It  yw  Qparwig  | 
PlH  nt«  itoidow  tcfttrit  and  fvtcrttn  oid  ' 
latm  CWTvnCoofia01-70»>4«79 


INGOMAR  CHURCH.  NEW  ALBANY,  recognizer  unller-^ 
in  the  chikJren's  and  youth  drills  Terry  Cutrer.  pastor 


MS^  udio  LLC 


[>cngn  A  integratum  of  (*ri>tossiiMi4(  Audio  \i4}i*‘*.  .V  i  tgiuin^' 
('hurch,  t  onfcrcfKc  R<NTm.  SchtHTj 
Kquipnient  ukc\.  acrv-icc  and  irvstallatum 


Tiooper  HjMcs 

infitTai  m.sjiudtollc  C4>ni 


pi  •  Hawl 
(  finlon.  MS 


f  .ix  n4»l  '4  .'SXO 


Revivals  & 
Homecomings 

^  CoWwattor  Church,  PMta- 
dtoiphia:  HomeenminR,  June 
u,  10:30  ajn.:  Chris  oledn. 
speaker;  Reuben  and  Pay 
Moore,  music. 

IN  Bennrlln  Church,  SaWs: 
Homcoomiaa,  June  .l  ii 


CALVARY  CHURCH.  SIL 
VER  CREEK.  *  ■.'jntrr-.  drill 
ors  Knvir*'  ■'■■d  -I"'  oh  iiiiu'-ihrinll 
with  thnu  u-  -iJi-i  Bill**  .June 
Peeler  Kx/lee  -.i.s.;! lluperiur 
rn  stale  drilh 


Ii  'ii'  "I  ;ini  tin-  liiihf  of  llir  \M>rl(l. 
UhiiiNfi  (ulliMt'-  lilt'  nill  not  milk 
in  darkin-'.'N  hut  t'ill  hiitf  Hit' 
liiilif  Ilf  lift'."  i.liiliii  S:  i 


''inifilt  ''halt'  tin  liilliiti ill};  pratt  r 
ttilh  (•■111  ill  tiitiriitiii  tturils; 


"Htil  ii'.  mailt  at  ri'crit t'll  him.  in  llii'iii  hr  uair 
(In  |■i^;hl  111  hi'fiiiiit'  t'hililrcii  iil  < >iiil.  i-m  ii 
Ihiitr  «hi>  lit'li»i\i'  ill  In'-  iiaiiif."  ..Iiihii  l:l’i 
If  lull  m:ikt*  a  ili-i'itiuii  fur  (  hi'itl  tlulai,  ciuilact  a 
liit'al  SiMithrni  Haptitf  chiirt  h  fur  s|)iritiiat  I'tiiilaitt't'. 


SUDAN 

cont.  hvm  p.  1 


*VVIb  WBtcome  the  April,  riie  Khartotun 

retease  Of  Reverend 
[AbdefrahimJandMr. 

Abdufnawto.  and  are  aemalitioii  otder  overturned, 

pteased  they  are  finally  _ _ _ 

oKio  «r.  Od  ApTU  3.  ■  member  of  tJic 

aw  to  return  to  their  gahri  Bvanniical  Chord)  ««w 
famiites  after  T7  months  stabbed  tod^  wbne  peace- 
in  detention.  However,  *“®y  demonmrtkig  .  a^d^ 

highlighted  S?K&S.2dta 

proroond  concerns  school,  according  to  reports, 
regarding  themle  of  law  Younan  Abdwlah.  an  dder 
InSudy^idlW 

politiazation  of  the  geUcal  cburdi  (SPEC),  died 
nminal  justice  system  by  of  stab  wounds,  World  watch 
the  National  Intelligence  reooited  c,  a 

and  Security  Services. 

which  pursued  the  case  On  a6,  police  and 
against  them.’  •?  •nreS  mob  occupM  the 
church  compound  and  adiool, 
Mervyn  Thomaa  induding  bouses  and  offices, 
CSVV  chief  eaacutlya  MBC  repotted  April  27.  Ouring 


return  to  their  aftn 

17  montbs  in  detentiba,*  CSW 
chief  cxecutire  Metvyn  TbamaB 
odd.  *Howevcr,  their  ca^e  hi^- 
ligfata  our  profound  cooceniB 
regaidi^the  nde  of  law  in  Su- 
!  politicization  of  the 


danandi 

criminal 


ai^  detained  for  12  houn  the 
wife  and  three  young  children 
of  SPEC  guard  ^hari  Tambia 
while  he  was  away  from  home. 

The  fomdy’s  belongings  were 
destro!yed  and  they  were  not  al¬ 
lowed  to  return  to  their  home, 
MBC  said. 

The  religious  fieedom  advo¬ 
cacy  group  Open  Doors  tanks 
Sudan  fim  on  its  2017  Worid 

^  Mowed  to  remM)  stodtag.  tioo.  Sudan  has  been  a  uS!  Slate 

Department  County  of  Paiticu- 
fo  lar  Ooueem  since  1999  because 
ra-  of  its  hi»«»n  viofations 
■m  and  treatment  of^bfetisns. 

KdBlpr's  note;  Photogrmpht 
earntmi  of  Church  ^dcaitu 
WorUumie. 


pknugs,  waging  war  nainst  the  tian  churches,  &dan  ordmed  in 
state,  and  gatherina  folae  news  June,  2016  the  destruction  of 
infonnatfon,  as  wdl  as  inciting  at  least  2S  cbntchas,  claiming 
hatred  between  classes.  they  were  built  on  govemment- 

Shamaal  was  acquitted  and  owMd  land  or  land  aoned  for 
rdeased  in  ilanuary.  Jaaek  re-  residential  or  othR'uaee 
cehwd  a  presidential  pardon  Churches  tvgeied  rnffiMa 
in  February. .  U  SCXX,  CMliaiic,  Oopt.  ./rtfao- 

The  arrest  of  the  four  was  re-  tVir  trhfnreh’nWliiwie.  r  Oli 
latedtothek  suj^iott  of  afinan-  taxifeaicoi>gtegitiooB.3iaiiiriy- 

cialcampaim  dial  raised  $5.r~  — — 1  n - , 

far  the  mdkal  care  of  Darfor  I _ _ 

student  Ah  Omer.  injured  and  Chtiatiana  told  Motnhy  Star, 
burned  during  a  Mudent  demon-  *ThereisaQearl9yi /'xiue 

8tra|^in20i3,CSWeaid.  the  area  where  the  re^dAi 

Thegovammentdaimedthe  di  SCXXl  church  tadduK  w 

^  feb«d.*Mon»iig  Star  quoted  _ 

KoroiMB.  Inue  ITOe,  and  anoii;rinoue  source  aasaylutou 

furregtons.  ooMriye. 


OBITUARIES 


.***P*^  towdady.  8b,  hatg  time 
kfiMiasfopi  Baptist  pastor  and  denoai- 
r^ignaT  vmrto,  died  May  39  at  Onford 
ilrahh  and  Behab  m  Ox- 
ford.  Fnoer«l  service  vyat 


Harry  H.  Douglas,  90,  of  Satartin,  long- 
dnm  paitm  and  denominational  woA5. 
died  at  bis  home  on  June  2.  Bom  in  Palatka. 

OT  Aug.  14,  »9ab.  Be  was  the  eldest  son 
of  ti^  late  Harry  ft.  and  Verdie  Mae  Doim- 
wotimd  te  te  Mlssiesippi  BapAt 
Bon™  for  32  years  on  the  staff 
''"ip  Oorayuni^rw  &uaywa  Camp  and 
wa»  C*g|«)  lttTCHBtnn.  He  wm  W- 
SP*4»»».  Lota. 
Bovma.  Carpepto-,  and  Deer 
cIwrIms  in  Missii^pi.  He  uught 
Y  School  at  PocahOntM  Church.  A 
trr  ^  he  IVas  pre- 

hroiets  Cha^ 
Jac^  Jerry,  and  foto  Doui^  sfeter  Inez 
.Wayne  *.  Doualaa.  He  la 
-  -  Prances  H. 

I  (Freddie) 

moaiania,  Htrvey  K  fViuglas  (Ddores)  of 

dL-  ^  Swat-graDdchil. 

rmc->ofP»aakl»a,tn.:btotherPt^  m 

Cly  <'f  o^:  aid  threT^SidS-  Msr«i5JS2^ 

For  aifcfitioRal  inlormaU^nndfo  h»^Jtins  6  at  Poca- 

rsnline  guestbook,  visit  waHarfoule^  ^ 


ZEDQADCFDTZVA2Y  AZ  DCAF 


HNXEAWN  ZED.  DCTD  DCN  PKAHADF 


THN  FOUXNWD  OZDE  MEO;  WOD 


was  a  yetlred  atweigfe/ 
guardi^  ad  IhemiS^i 

North  Oxford  a«*  whsre 
hi-  Sunday  ScbooT  He  pegviooaiy  — 

^rved«  pastor  of  kft.  Zhou  Chureh  te  Ox¬ 
ford  Md  pastor  of  Edgewater  Church  in 

m  Qriord.  and  established  the  Joe  Love 
He  *«•  a  veteran  of  the 
Stutai  Air  P6rct  vditre  he 
a»  M  teteOigenre  speclalisi  achieTj 
rai«  of  staff  sergeant.  Survivon  indi 
w)ie  Betty  Roth  Houatoo  Izrvelady 
ford:  Sun  J're  Render  •Rendv*  imOi 


HTDCNH  HNXEAWN  UNWTOFN  MEOH 


ZTGNF  THN  QHAODNZ  AZ  CNTLNZ, 


SOBN  DN2:  DQNZDM 


Clue:  O  m  u 

^ -with  er]fptogn^)itil<mdtxereu€  your  OMt 
“““djdpa^AA^  .Amaa  Version  Bfofe  verse  has  been  en- 
eoaeatylettfreubatHuikm  The  tome  letter  is  sutetiluitti 
the  ptaek  Sobv  by  trial  and  error.  Answer  to 
laelweekip$aik;  Daniel  6:33 
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■  Sunday  School  Lbhits  pdr  June  1 1 , 2017  . 


The  Past  •  Psalm  78 


The  heading  of  this  Psalm  lutwes  that 
it  was  wrttten  directly  to  me  (and,  weQ, 
maybe  to  you,  too,  nmm...?):  “God’s 
Guidance  of  Hk  People  in  Spite  of  Their 
tTnfaithftilneas.*  Wow,  I  so  MORE  than 
qualify  for  that  category  of  unhuthful- 
ness.  Just  like  the  nation  of  Israel  in 
the  midst  of  multiple  crises  of  life,  I  can 
manage  to  set  aside  any  remembrance  of 
the  great,  wonderful  acts  of  our  Mighty 
G«i.  How  qiucklv  we  forget  to  remem- 
bM!  Throu^mut  biblical  mstocy  (HIS- 
stoiy),  over  and  over  again,  God  forgave 
tte  unforsfyable  of  tboM  who  managed 
to  forget  the  unforgettable. 

The  audior  of  Psalm  78  is  Asaph.  He 
was  descended  from  tbe  tribe  of  the 
priestly  tribe  of  kloses  and  Aaron.  He 
was  a  woiship  leader  appointed  by  Da¬ 
vid  to  serve  in  Jerusalem,  first  in  the  tab¬ 
ernacle  and  later  in  the  tem^.  He  was 
one  of  the  singeiK  and  also  puyed  crash¬ 
ing  cymbals.  His  name  means  ooUectqr 
or  convenor  or  one  wfho  gathers.  In  this 
Psalm,  Asaph  is  collecting  reasons  for 
God  to  wipe  folks  off  the  feoe  of  the  map. 
He  makes  a  case  for  the  neatness  of  God 
and  the  provision  of  Cod  for  His  people 
throughout  history  feom  the  Exodus  to 
the  of  King  David.  Then,  be  de- 
safoes  how  the  people  should  have  been 
ashamed  to  be  ungratefully  disobedient. 


As  my  dad  used  to  say,  “...you  should 
have  known  better  than  to  act  that  iway.* 

“Listen!"  The  first  word  of  Psalm  78 
is  a  comuianding  imperative.  In  die  Gos¬ 
pels,  J<sus  would  prefece  many  of  His 
me°uages  with  the  words,  “He  who  has 
ears  to  hear,  let  him  bear!*  This  use  of 
“listen*  means  to  your  hand  bdiind 
your  ear  while  you  incline  yourself  (lean) 
dose  enough  to  gather  in  all  the  sj^en 
truth  you 
can  receive. 

Don’t  miss 
one  word  of 
this  ammu¬ 
nition  oi  ad¬ 
monition. 

There  is 
a  God  sto¬ 
ry.  Those 
of  us  who 
have  had 
the  privilege  of  receivir^  this  message 
are  responsible  to  live  it  out  feithfuUy 
while  passing  it  cm  to  the  next  gen¬ 
eration.  God  IS  good.  Man  is  not.  God 
came  to  make  a  ivay  for  His  people  in 
this  wihfemess  of  desperate  lostness. 
As  a  composer  and  vmter,  one  of  my 
favorite  verses  of  inspiration  is  Psalm 
102:18  which  reads,  “This  shall  be  writ¬ 
ten  for  the  generations  to  come  that  a 


people  yM  to  be  created  may  praise  the 
Lora’  Uve  on.  Write  on.  Asaph  spoke 
then  wrote  to  remind  us  not  to  drop  the 
faith  baton. 

Adam  and tbe  fail.  Noah  and  the  Sood. 
Abraham  and  Isaac  and  Jacob  and  the 
birth  of  the  Hebrew  nation.  Twdve  sons 
of  Jacb  and  the  story  of  Joseph.  Bond¬ 
age  in  Egypt  and  the  coming  of  Moses 
and  plagues  and  the  Exodus.  God,  the 
Covenant 
Maker  is  the 
Covenant 
Keeper. 
The  march 
through  the 
Red  Sea. 
Disobedi¬ 
ence  that 
results  in  a 
forty  year 
journey 
through  the  wilderness.  God,  the 
24/7^65  GPS  and  Trail  Guide,  pro¬ 
viding  the  cloud  by  day  and  the  fire  by 
night.  Water  pour^  from  a  rock.  Quail 
ramed  from  the  sky.  Manna  settled  every 
morning.  God  never  foils  to  accomplish 
His  part.  Meanwhile,  the  people  say, 
“No.  Lord,  let’s  have  it  OUR  way!" 

In  Psalm  78,  Asaph  reminds  us  of 
Go«j  and  His  complete  provision,  HLs 


strength.  His  power.  His  wondrous 
works.  His  laws.  His  compassion.  His 
fotifyeness.  His  faithfulness.  His  *r- 
strained  anger  time  after  time  after  tone. 
The  destruction  of  the  encnues  of  the 
people  of  God.  The  inheritance  of  land 
andnoines  and  villages  and  crops  in  Ca¬ 
naan  as  they  moved  from  the  leadeisidp 
of  Moses  and  then  Joshua.  God  did  His 
part  in  fulfiUment  of  covenant. 

Meanwhile,  the  people  continue  their 
pattern  of  disobedience  and  unfaithful¬ 
ness.  They  forgot  His  mighty  4»ds. 
They  refused  to  obw  the  laws  of  Gqfi. 
They  were  uiwateful  for  water  and  quail 
and  manna,  fliey  grieved  God.  They  re¬ 
belled  against  God.  They  brought  pain 
to  the  heart  of  God.  At  full  speed  with 
blinders  on,  they  pa.'sed  over  The  Lord 
of  Passover! 

Ezra,  the  priest  (see  Ezra  7:10)  “set 
his  heart’  on  tlie  study  of  the  word  of  the 
Lord  to  practice  and  teach  it.  These  rho^ 
to  ignore  it.  Psalm  jS-.B  reveals  they  did 
not  prepare  (set)  their  hearts  toward  God. 
Boimd  for  eternity,  we  must  choose  to 
remember  God’s  feilhfulness  in  tbe  past 
while  living  our  lives  as  offerings  of  faith¬ 
ful  gratituM  to  Him  in  the  present. 

Hroum  is  staff  evangelist.  First 
('hurch,  Richland. 


Forge  True  Friendship  •  7  Samuel  18:1-4,  19:4-7,  20:10-13 

up  for  an  innocent  David  before  his  own 


Who  is  your  best  fiiend?  Yes,  spouses 
fit  that  loia  but  outside  of  them,  who  is 
it  you  can  in  tunes  of  need?  Tb  our  fiuilt, 
men  do  not  lead  themselves  nammily 
to  more  than  surfiscc  levri  feiendshipa 
Yet  forme  there  is  this  one  friend  who  is 
doser  than  a  brother  (Prov.  18:24).  When 
fined  wiffi  my  son’s  Qhiess,  he  has  prayed. 
When  my  funily  fiKed  wounds  firom  the 
minittiy,  be  was  feithfuL  We  have  vaca- 
tkmed  together  as  fiimilirs,  spent  holi¬ 
days  togriher  and  have  even  worked  in 
the  craiS  space  of  my  home  in  17O  weath¬ 
er.  I  rest  in  knowing  that  his  love  for  try 
family  means  that  my  wife  and  tons  will 
be  looked  after  if  somethiiw  happm  m 
meaudviceversa.Hislove<orGodisevi- 
doit  throufd>  his  love  for  me. 

David  understood  such  a  ftiendship. 
Prom  the  time  be  faced  Goliath  until  the 
day  he  aaeended  the  throne,  Daviddiscov- 
erM  and  developed  a  covenant  ftiendship 
with  Jonathan.  This  covenant  lelation- 
ship  was  purely  Plutonic  in  nature  and 
pemet  for  defining  a  covenant  rriation- 
ship  ^  men  and  women  in  today’s  soci¬ 
ety.  In  case  you  are  woiiderii&  covenant 
firiendships  are  fitiify  easy  to  develop. 

Put  the  other  prrsoo  first 

(1  Sam.  18:1-4) 

Prior  to  battliiig  Goliath,  David  speaks 
to  King  Saul  and  the  desmptioo  of  his 


dies  for  Life 


trust  in  God  makes  a  lasting  impression 
on  Jonathaa  The  text  says  that  Jona¬ 
than’s  soul  was  “knit*  to  David's.  Mean¬ 
ing  hi  this  yotaig  riaepherd.  Jonathan  had 
found  someone  whom  he  could  relate  to, 
trust  in  and  serve  afongside  of  for  they 
shared  a  trust  in  God. 

To  show  his  new  “soul  brother’  tbe 
depth  of  his  love,  Jonathan  takes  bis  own 
battle  annaments  and  gives  them  to  Da¬ 
vid.  David’s 
trust  was 
in  God  but 
his  sup¬ 
port  would 
come  fixm 
his  friend 
(vs.  4).  Even 
at  a  great 
personal 
cost,  Jona¬ 
than  put  the 

needs  of  bis  friend  before  his  own.  That  is 
what  true  friendship  does. 

Stand  up  for  the  other  person 
(1  Sam.  19:4-7) 

The  word  advocate  is  a  legal  term.  It 
is  an  action  taken  by  a  representative  in 
a  court  of  law.  An  attorney  advocates  for 
someone  fsdng  legal  issues.  This  action 
is  taken  by  Jonathan  on  David's  behalf 
hut  not  before  a  judge.  Jonathan  speaks 


Clay  Anthony 


fetfaer  KiiK  Saul.  Such  is  the  love  that 
Jonathan  has  that  he  is  willing  to  stand 
up  against  a  aovere^  for  his  friend. 
Moreover,  he  is  standung  up  against  his 
own  father  for  David’s  sake. 

As  bebeverty  you  and  I  have  experi¬ 
enced  such  a  w  m  Christ  as  He  too  stands 
before  a  rigntfiil  King  and  Judge  and 
pleads  our  case.  1  John  2:1  says  that  we 
have  an  ad¬ 
vocate  in 
Christ  Jesus 
pleading  our 
cause,  yet  in 
our  case  we 
cannot  plead 
our  mno- 
cence  as  .sin¬ 
ners.  We  can 
only  rely  on 
our  guiltless 
Savior.  We  have  no  truer  friend. 

Outlast  the  other  person 
(1  Sam.  20:10-13) 

At  this  point  in  the  story  Daritl  has 
(alien  out  with  King  Saul.  Ihcre  is  a  mn- 
cem  between  the  friends  that  tnnible 
is  brewing  agaiiesl  David.  With  words  of 
a.s$uraiice,  Jonathan  tells  Davki  of  his  in¬ 
tent  to  speak  to  his  father  and  upon  tbe 
thrrat  01  death  defend  David  before  tlie 


king.  In  other  words,  if  David  was  to  faae 
death  it  would  be  over  Jonathan's  dead 
body.  Jonathan’s  promise  was  for  David 
to  outlast  him.  Jonathan  would  give  his 
words  and  even  his  life  in  order  for  David 
to  live. 

live  It  Out 

Can  we  relate?  Is  there  a  friend  to 
be  named  that  places  our  welfare  fi^? 
Do  we  have  one  that  defends  us  agiiast 
a  wrath  filled  future?  Can  you  thmk  of 
One  that  has  given  all  that  He  can  in  or¬ 
der  for  you  and  I  to  live?  Can  we  take  the 
challenge  to  tell  others  about  our  tniest 
friend  and  .Savior?  Perhaps  even  the  per¬ 
son  named  by  the  first  question  1  asked 
you  above? 

In  Matthew  iq:il,  with  His  own 
mouth.  Jesus  express<-s  precisely  what  a 
true  friend  is.  He  is  a  friend  to  sinners. 
.Reflecting  on  my  own  life,  those  woods 
are  of  gn-at  eom'fort.  Thinking  about  the 
truth  tnal  all  people  are  sinners  before 
CkxI,  those  words  are  a  great  challenge 
to  anyone  who  loves  ini.ssions.  Pray  m 
your  small  group  for  the  inillioas  across 
the  globe  that  luiye  no  knowledge  ot  this 
true  friend, 

.Anthony  is  tlircrtor  of  the  ( ’olidfx'ro- 
the  Missionary  Metreork,  Oxford/Holly 
Springs. 


DISRUPTION 

com.  from  p.  1 

teens  being  hurt.  It  is  also  about 
finding  common  ground  around 
our  children  and  youth.* 

SBC  Executive  Committee 
repreaentative  Roger  S.  Oldham, 
vice  preskfent  for  ooctvention 
oouimiinicatioiis  and  rriarions 


for  the  SBC  Executive  Commit¬ 
tee.  expressed  opliiniair.  that  the 
FIA  activitMS  will  be  oonducted 
lawfuDy  and  its  representatives 
retrondnl  to  cordi^. 

*We  anticipate  repreaenla- 
tives  of  FIA  will  abioe  by  the 
city  of  Phoenix’s  guidelines  for 
their  planned  assembly.’  said 
Okiha^  “We  also  antkapatc 
that  tneaaengcni  to  the  SBC  an¬ 


nual  meeting  who  choose  to 
participate  in  conversations 
with  representatives  of  FIA 
will  do  so  with  the  same  cordial 
spirit  of  Christian  witness  they 
have  shown  in  similar  settings 
in  times  past.' 

Pro-LGBT  advocacy-  groups 
have  protested  at  previous  SBC 
annual  meetings,  including  out¬ 
cries  in  2000.  2001,  200'z.  and 


in  2011  when  the  event  was  la.st 
held  in  Phoenix. 

Southern  Baptist,-,  have  af 
firmed  in  many  resolutions  the 
appUcation  of  Scripture  regatxi 
ing  homosexual  lifestyles  and 
the  church's  pniper  treatment 
of  those  who  engage  in  LGBT 
lifestyles. 

“Southern  Baptists  arc  on 
record  optxwing  bullying  of 


any  kind,  including  those  who 
s-tnig^e  with  sexual  identity  is¬ 
sues,- Oldham  said  "Weboheve 
all  people  beat  the  image  of  ( ;<  k! 
and  should  be  treated  with  dig 
nitj  and  respect 

*We  also  tx’lieve  Csid  s  iinajr 
in  us  has  been  marn-d  by-  sin  and 
IS  only  restonsl  w-hen  w  enter 
a  saving  rrlalior..ship  with  G-.sl 
thniugh  JesiLs  vTirlst  as  Gird  " 


The  BAPTiyr  RBrotir)  Jum  S,  2017 


Q.  HOW  DOES  ABUSE 
AFFECT  SPIRITUALITY? 


the  previous  ye*r.  At  the  seme  *lt  exists  not  to  serve  worn-  than  ever  before,  while  con- 
time.  Planned  Parenthood  en  but  to  drive  profit  mar-  tinuing  to  decrease  in  key  ser- 

Imported  a  decline  in  such  rins  in  an  indust^^gf  death,  vices  to  women  such  as  cancer 

services  as  prenatal  care  and  I  pray  that  lawmakers  would  screenings,  breast  exams,  and  •] 

breast  exams  -  services  the  recognise  this  gross  injustice  prenatal  services.'  I 

organization  rleims  are  its  and  show  their  care  for  worn-  She  addivl.  The  time  to  de-  jy  ^ 
main  focus.  en  4{id  children  by  directing  fund  Planned  Parenthood  is 

The  report  sho%ved  PPFA  federal  monies  toward  com-  now.  It’s  time  to  redirect  the  _  . 
affiliates  performed  328,348  munity  health  centers  that  funds  to  community  health 
abortions  for  the  year,  actually  serve  women,  not  centers  that  provide  compre- 
In  2014-2015,  the  country's  ex^itthem.*  hensive  and  bcdistic  care  to 

leading  abortion  provider  ne  new  report  shows  that  women  and  their  children.’  ^ 
reported  323,999  of  the  pro-  in  terms  of  pr^ancy  out-  Congressional  supporters  ^ 
cedures.  comes,  PlannM  Parenthood’s  of  the  defunding  emirt  are  ^ 

During  the  year  ending  nearly  exclusive  focus  on  seeking  to  use  a  health  care 
June  '30,  2016,  PPPA  and  abortion  continues,  according  bill  or  other  lemslation  to  cut  ^ 
its  affiliates  received  8554.6  to  Chuck  Donovan,  president  most  of  PlannM  Parenffiood's  ^ 
million  in  grants  and  reim-  of  the  Charlotte  Lozier  Insti-  federal  Smding  and  direct  it 
borsements  from  the  federal  tute,  in  a  June  1  article  for  Na-  to  federally  Qualified  health 
and  other  levels  of  govern-  tional  Review.  centers  that  do  not  perform 

ment.  That  was  an  increase  of  ’Unborn  children  identi-  abortions.  The  ERLC  is  con- 
about  $900,000  from  the  fied  at  [Planned  Parenthood]  ducting  an  -  online  advertis- 
previous  year.  affiliate  clinks  still  have  ing  campaign  to  rally  support  H 

The  annual  report’s  bottom  a  tower  dian  four  percent  for  federal  defimding  of 
line  refiects  that  the  nonprofit  chance  of  emerging  alive,’  the  orKanization.  ■ 

■bntinued  to  prosper  nnan-  he  said.  Backing  for  the  defunding 

cially,  reaching  $1.4  billion  in  The  Charlotte  Lozier  In-  effort  in  Congress  has  grown 
total  revenue.  stitute  is  the  education  and  in  response  to  the  latest  scan- 

“This  report  reveals  what  is  research  arm  of  the  pro-  dal  to  mar  Planned  ParMt- 
already  plun  to  see;  Planned  life  Susan  B.  Anthony  list  hood’s  reputation.  A  series  ^B 
Parenthood  is  not  and  has  headquartered  in  Washing-  of  undercover  videos  fw  BB 
never  bes a  a 'health  care’ or-  ton,‘D.C.  releaeed  in  *015  proioded  ■■ 

ganization,’  RusseB  Moore,  Arina  G.  jasii,  director  of  evidence  Planned  Parenthood  ^B 
president  of  the  Southern  the  Center  for  Human  Dignity  was  trading  in  body  parts  from  H 
Baptist  Ethics  sad  RsUgious  at  the  Family  Kseearch  Ooun-  abortsd  babies,  and  a  video 
Libe^  Conunisaion  (ERLC)  efl  in  Washington,  D.C.,  said  iasued  online  shortly  before  ^B 
in  Nashville  told  Baptist  Press  in  written  comments.  'The  the  nnveiling  of  PPFA’s  an- 
in  a  written  statement.  ’It  is  bottom  line  is  that  Planned  mial  report  further  tarnished 
a  atorefront  that  preys  upon  Parenthood  is  getting  more  its  pubuc  image. 
women  in  crisis,  exi^its  fam-  government  f-.mffiiu  and  The  201^2016  report  m 
Dim,  and  devalues  human  life,  committing  more  abortions  the  Planned  Parenthood  Fed-  ^B 
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